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KEY AONB ACHIEVEMENTS OVER CURRENT MOA 
PERIOD (2011-15)

North Pennines

 Produced two SPD for the District Councils – Planning Guidelines and 
Building Design, and provided input to planning applications.

 Restored large areas of peatland, through grip-blocking and bare and eroding 
peat work. £900,000 of work, storing thousands of tonnes of carbon.

 Delivered the Wildwatch (Community Biodiversity project), including 
establishing a thriving Community Wildlife Group on Alston Moor, generating 
around 7,000 new wildlife records in Cumbria and running around 30 training 
events in the county.

 Restored Rickergill Bridge and created a series of horse riding and mountain 
biking trails in the area.

 Developed new walking trails and ran outdoor events.
 Established the Northern Upland Chain Local Nature Partnership, part of 

which is in Cumbria.
 Developed and delivered projects in local schools, including a year-long 

climate change science project with high schools in Brampton and Alston.
 Supported work at South Tyne Railway, with staff time and advice and 

delivering education and community projects.
 Carried out a series of field investigations through the award winning 

community archaeology project ‘Altogether Archaeology’, including Appleby 
Golf Course, Nenthead Mines and Long Meg and Her Daughters.

 Planted 200ha of new woodland in Cumbria.
 Supported local projects through the Sustainable Development Fund (now no 

longer running) e.g. Garrigill Village Hall, work at RSPB Geltsdale.
 Produced post-arrival visitor information for the AONB annually and worked 

closely with Cumbria Tourism and District tourism teams to promote the area 
and provide post-arrival events and activities.

 Delivered programmes of overhead cable undergrounding in Newbiggin and 
Castle Carrock.

 About to start development of a new HLF Landscape Partnership for the East 
Fellside area (between Alston, Penrith and Carlisle) for the coming five years, 
worth over £2m

 Influenced agri-environment schemes and their targeting for the benefit of the 
North Pennines, including east Cumbria; for example the AONB produced the 
higher level stewardship agreement for Nenthead Mines (the income for which 
all goes to the County Council).

 Led the AONB Management Plan Review in 2013/14. The Plan has now been 
adopted by all relevant local authorities and approved by DEFRA.

 Renovated a historic chapel to create an AONB visitor centre at Bowlees, 
between Middleton in Teesdale and Alston. The centre provides information of 
the AONB, and stocks local produce.
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Solway Coast

 Commented on planning applications and national consultations - including 
the North West Coast Connections project and CCC Minerals & Waste Local 
Plan.

 Carried out surveys on behalf of Electricity North West for potential locations 
for undergrounding high and low voltage lines for visual amenity. This year 
four poles were removed and 230m of cable undergrounded.

 Worked alongside a wide variety of organisations, community groups, local 
landowners and volunteers advising on policy and undertaking activity that 
furthers the interest of the AONB.

 Produced new signage in partnership with the Hadrian’s Wall Trust to promote 
the AONB, Hadrian’s Wall and Hadrian’s Wall country.

 Organised tasks and events, to engage the local community in voluntary 
activity. In 2013/14 this totalled 2432 volunteer hours, including:  8 guided 
walks; 33 workday events at Crosscannonby Carr Reserve, continuing the 
management and improvements on site; 10 beach litter picks; 4 working days 
at the historic Saltpans site, removing overgrown vegetation and opening up 
the site for visitor interpretation; 10 events to clear and maintain the Milefortlet 
21 pathway; 26 tasks on Mawbray and Wolsty Banks SSSI, removing gorse, 
scrub and invasive weeds; Annual Hedgelaying Competition; 3 workdays 
strimming and maintaining Beckfoot Burial Ground; weed removal and litter 
picks with Brampton, Caldew and Silloth Schools.

 Run the Solway Wetlands Landscape Partnership Scheme – a project which 
received £1.88m of Heritage Lottery Fund grant, which has levered an 
additional £1.54m funding from other sources, totalling £3.42m. Key 
achievements include the renovation of a historic barn to form a visitor centre 
– the Solway Wetlands Centre at RSPB Campfield Marsh, west of Bowness 
on Solway; work to improve the visitor experience at Holme Cultram Abbey in 
Abbeytown; working with farmers to support them in improving their land from 
wetland wildlife through Higher Level Stewardship schemes.

Arnside & Silverdale

 Enhanced and created of over 1500ha priority habitat through Morecambe 
Bay Nature Improvement Area programme. 

 99.8% of the SSSI area in the AONB is now in favourable or recovering 
condition as a result of a coordinated collaborative approach 
to habitat management. 

 Progressed the first AONB Development Plan Document in the country, 
working closely with South Lakeland District and Lancaster City Councils 

 Over 100 businesses are now part of Morecambe Bay Business Nature 
Network, many in Cumbria.  

 Facilitated over 2500 hours of volunteering each year 
to conserve and enhance the area, via the AONB Volunteer Programme. 

 Carried out projects with 20 schools and community groups through NIA 
Community Engagement Programme. 
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 AONB festival and events programme regularly attracts over 2000 people per 
year. Examples of events include Arnside Apple Day, Walking Festival and 
Wildlife Festival.   

 Run a successful annual programme of rural skills training and competition 
events, which helps to increase capacity amongst local contractors. 

 Worked closely with partner organisations to attract significant levels of 
funding (over £6million)  to the Morecambe Bay area from sources such as 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Catchment Restoration Fund and 
Coastal Communities Fund.  

 Led the AONB Management Plan Review in 2013/14. The Plan has now been 
adopted by all relevant local authorities and approved by DEFRA 


